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BATALLION CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is January 13, 2002 and 
this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the Safety Battalion of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. Iam conducting an interview with 
Richard Ratazzi, firefighter from Ladder 16. The location is the quarters of 
Engine 39. 


Q. Rich, please give us the details as you recall them from September 1 
1th. 


A. We had just gotten off duty the morning of 
the 11th. Myself and Firefighter Curatolo, we were 
watching the -- we had heard the second alarm on 
arrival for the south tower. Excuse me. The north 
tower, the tower that got hit first. We were 
watching in-house watch when the second tower got 
hit. When the fifth alarm went in right off the 
bat, the truck was called. The engine had already 
been called because of the 10-77. 

The truck got called shortly after that when it 
went to a fifth alarm. Lieutenant Murphy drove into 
quarters right after the rig had left. He told us 
we're gonna go down, three of us. We wind up going 
in the back of a police car. We had grabbed spare 


mask assemblies from upstairs. We had two of them. 
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There was three of us in the car. When we got down 
there we were parked -- the police dropped us off on 
West Street and we proceeded down West Street. We 
checked the rigs. We found 16, we checked the rig. 
We got two cylinders off of that. We had gotten 
face pieces here. 

We proceeded down. We found a fire patrol. We 
got a third mask out of fire patrol and we grabbed 
some tools off of 16, what we could find, and we 
proceeded south on West Street. We wanted to meet 
up with 16 and we were gonna go to work with them, 
if we could find them. We were headed south. I 
believe, according to the Lieutenant, we were 
looking for the command post. We came under the 
north crosswalk on West Street. We got in front of 
the Marriott when what sounded like another plane 
coming in. Everybody was -- a group of guys, I 
can't remember which companies they were all from, 
everybody just stopped and looked up and that's when 
the middle of the Marriott blew out at us. 

Everybody took off running north. At least myself 
and Rob and Lieutenant Murphy did. 
I ducked on the back step of Rescue 1, which 


was under the north crosswalk. They ducked in front 
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of Rescue 1. I don't know whether it was under the 
rig or in one of the rigs. Then in a couple of 
seconds everything got black. I heard a gentleman 
yelling for help. I didn't know if it was Rob or 
Ray so I yelled out to him, "Keep yelling. I'll 
find him." 

I came across what wound up was either a plane 
clothes cop, a security guard or a civilian. I'm 
not sure. He wasn't injured. He just had to find 
his way out. So I lead him back out to West and 
Vesey. Once he got out to members out there I 
turned around, proceeded back down West Street where 
I eventually met up with Lieutenant Murphy and 
Firefighter Curatolo who had come across I 
believe -- it was a fireman. I believe it might 
have been a chauffeur to an Engine Company. I'm not 
sure which company. They told me to drop my tools 
and assist him back out to EMS, because I believe 
his shoulder was all broken. It was approximately 
about two blocks back up to Vesey. 

I left my tools there. They said they were 
going to stay together so I left my tools. I took 
him back out to Vesey. When I came back there was 


no sign of my tools, there was no sign of Lieutenant 


Ratazzi 

Murphy or Firefighter Curatolo. I proceeded to look 
around. There was a lot of rigs in the area. I was 
looking for flashlights, any lights for people 
searching or anybody in general. There was nobody 
around. I eventually came across a chief that came 
out of the loading dock on West Street and I 
informed him that I was missing two guys from Ladder 
16 and that we didn't have radios, and he informed 
me that the area had been evacuated and that ladder 
16 had been evacuated and they went through the 
loading dock and out to the water, the Battery Park 
marina area. I said, "Are you sure?" And he said, 
"Yeah. I don't know which Chief it was. 

So I proceeded down through the loading dock. 
I went out to the water. I found nobody from 16 
Truck, but what I didn't know was Ladder 16 was the 
last truck at the command post waiting to go to work 
and the Chief was actually talking about them and 
not Lieutenant Murphy and Firefighter Curatolo who I| 
was with. So I proceeded assisting a couple of 
guys, I don't know from which company. I was taking 
Firefighter Reeg from 44 Engine up to EMS. So! 
assisted in getting Firefighter Reeg up to EMS. I 


switched the fire patrol mask for a Fire Department 


Ratazzi 
assembly that was up there and I proceeded back down 
Vesey Street, going back towards West Street. I got 
up as far as a little bus stop and the house for the 
parking garage or for the parking lot that was on 
the corner of West and Vesey when the north tower 
came down. 

So I turned back, I ran up Vesey towards the 
water. I got blown off my feet. I looked up, I was 
in front of what I believe was the Merrill Lynch 
building or the entrance. There was a glass atrium 
entranceway that had the statue of like four people. 
The four glass doors were open so I ducked into 
there. I shut the glass doors behind me and a wall 
of black smoke and soot and everything else came 
past us. It was about ten to fifteen people came 
running through the building that I guess were 
working there. They weren't firemen. They were 
looking for a way out. I informed them to stay with 
me, that the street was here and once everything 
lifted, if you go out, go left towards the water. 

When it all lifted, they went left. I hooked 
up with two guys, I believe they were from Queens. 
I informed them who we were missing and we went back 


down West Street thinking they might have come north 
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again on West Street. We got up to the comer of 
West and Vesey. We were up by 5 Truck when a 
gentleman threw a chair out of, I guess, the 6 World 
Trade Center. He was on the floor below the top, 
the second set of windows in from the corner of West 
Street and Vesey. He threw the chair out the middle 
window. I remember he was wearing a white shirt, 
black tie, had a mustache, black hair, like nothing 
had happened to him. It was about the only windows 
left intact. Like his office door was closed. So 
we yelled up to him not to jump, that there would be 
people coming to get him. Which there was companies 
on the way down going up there. 

At the same time we heard yells for help from 
the crosswalk, the north crosswalk which had 
collapsed. We came upon what I believe was a 
photographer and two other people. The only one 
that was injured was the photographer whose leg was 
busted and he was laying against the vehicle. So we 
went back down Vesey to get a back board by the 
marina -- by the water. Excuse me. We grabbed two 
EMS workers, we came back down and we got him on the 
backboard. He was a rather large individual. He 


started throwing up, he started going in and out of 


Ratazzi 
consciousness. We tried to give him a little air 
from the mask. That made him even more nauseous. 
He wanted to sit up so we kind of rolled him on his 
side. After that he was pretty much out of it. We 
got him up, we tried to get him over the debris. We 
had a problem lifting him up and over the debris. 
We yelled for help. Two women Police Officers were 
standing a little north of us. They finally came 
over and helped us and we brought him up to EMS up 
on Vesey and then after that we let the guys know 
that I had to go get some oxygen because I was 
having a problem breathing and I was having a 
problem seeing from all the debris in my eyes. 

They informed me -- actually somebody had taken 
me into one building. When we got in there they 
informed me that the EMS was moved up towards the 
Battery Park area. So I went back on Vesey towards 
the water looking for oxygen and came across Chief 
Callan. I informed him who I was missing. He 
seemed to be in somewhat of a state of shock. He 
was being assisted by I believe it was EMS. So I 
proceeded north because they were moving EMS north 
to North End Avenue. So we got up to I guess by the 


time everybody stopped, I guess it was up by 
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Stuyvesant High School. 
BATALLION CHIEF KENAHAN: I think that 
might be Chambers. 

A. Which might be Chambers and North End, 
where I was assisted to by EMS. The lady gave me 
some water and I started throwing up. She told me 
just keep drinking it and throwing it up if I had 
to, to get everything out. She asked me after about 
ten minutes how I felt. I informed her that I was 
still lightheaded but I didn't have the headache 
that I had. I let her know to save the oxygen. I 
was gonna go back out towards the street. 

I went into I guess where they were setting EMS 
up in the building. I found the sink, I was 
flushing my eyes out. I got another drink of water, 
I was throwing that up. I proceeded out to the 
backside of the school, I ran into Firefighter Drum 
and Firefighter Meyers from Engine 39. They 
assisted me back out to West Street, because I 
believe they were evacuating that area. There was a 
gas leak. 

When I got out to West Street, I guess it was 
the Hotzolah Ambulance Service was there. They 


wound up flushing my eyes for about 15, 20 minutes 
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and giving me oxygen and then they proceeded to take 
me to St. Vincent's where I pretty much got a scrub 
down, checked out. They didn't really do anything 
and released me. | then went into the Emergency 
Room to see if I could find any members from my 
company. The only one I had come across was Chief 
Cassano and I called his family and informed them 
that he was all right. I stuck with him. He told 
me to stay with him and he wound up giving me a ride 
back up to the firehouse here where I stayed for an 
hour and then went back down to the command center 
on West 67th Street where we sat there for a couple 
of hours. That's about it. 
BATALLION CHIEF KENAHAN: Thank you for 
your help, Rich. The time now is 1116 and 


this concludes the interview. 


